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TELSTRA BUSINESS WOMEN’S AWARDS WA 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [2.08 pm]: I rise to inform the house about 
the 2020 Telstra Business Women’s Awards WA. These prestigious awards recognise and celebrate the achievements 
of businesswomen in Australia. Due to COVID-19, the event was unable to take place this year; however, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognise the award winners announced on 1 May 2020.  

This year marks the twenty-fifth year of the awards, making it the longest running women’s awards program in 
Australia. I have the great privilege of having met many of the outstanding women who have been recognised by 
these awards, who come from a range of sectors. In the process, they are delivering better outcomes for their staff, 
their communities and their bottom line. 

The overall Western Australian winner is Jodi Cant, who many in this chamber would know as the director general 
of the Department of Finance. Jodi is one of Western Australia’s most senior public servants, and she continues to 
set new benchmarks and make significant contributions to the delivery of services in this state.  

I also want to acknowledge the Western Australian winner of the 2020 Telstra Small Business Award, 
Dr Tracy Westerman, who works tirelessly to improve mental health outcomes for Aboriginal Australians. 
Dr Westerman founded Indigenous Psychological Services to address the significant gaps in treatment and 
intervention in suicide and mental health for Aboriginal populations. 

As Minister for Women’s Interests, I am heartened by the many achievements of women across our community 
every day who are making a difference. These achievements often go unrecognised in our community and the 
Telstra Business Women’s Awards are vital to ensuring that these contributions are recognised and celebrated. Along 
the way, these women are making Western Australia a better place for all of us, and they are challenging gender 
stereotypes with every inspirational step. 
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